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Dr Pacharasut
Sujarittanonta of
Cramton
Associates, the
administrator,
explains the
bidding process at
the mock 3G
auction in Bangkok

yesterday.
SOMCHAI POOMLARD

3G reserve price is B4.5bn

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission finally set
a reserve price for the third-generation
licencing auction on the 2100-MHz spec-
trum at 4.5 billion baht for each 5-MHz
slot.

The price was approved yesterday by
an NBTC sub-committee. [t will be used
for the 3G auction in the fourth quarter
of this year.

The sub-committee will submit the
reserve price to the telecommunications
committee today, before passing it to
the NBTC board for approval on Wed-
nesday.

The reserve price will be part of the
information memorandum aired in a
public hearing before being published
in the Royal Gazette by August.

News ID: C-120626001059 (26 Jun 12/05:49)
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The group selected an initial valuation
for the 2.1-MHz spectrum of 6.44 billion
baht for a 5-MHz slot. The working group
proposed a reserve price at 70% of the
valuation price.

Bidders have to place 1.35 billion baht
as aminimum guarantee before joining
the auction.

The auction will offer nine slots on
the spectrum each containing 5 MHz of
bandwidth. The event will feature sim-
ultaneous ascending-bid auctions. Each
participant can gather a maximum band-
width of 20 MHz.

The NBTC also held a mock 3G auction
yesterday. The event drew almost 100
participants from relevant parties, which
allowed them to learn the rules and
mechanisms before the real auction takes
place. Twelve teams were grouped to
learn the rules of the trial auction.
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2.1GHZ 3G

BT4.5 BN SLOT RESERVE PRICE SET

Choice of 3G spectrum range for two
highest bidders; Btl.5 deposit required

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

he National Broadcasting and

I Telecommunications

Commission’s 2.1GHz man-

agement subcommittee yesterday

finalised the reserve price for a

5MHz-bandwidth spectrum slot at
Bt4.5 billion.

Bidders will also be required to
lodge a deposit of Bt1.35 billion to
take part in the auction.

The company offering the highest
bid for a slot will be allowed to select
its desired spectrum range, followed

the second-highest bidder then

wing first choice among the remain-

ing available ranges, and so on. The
slot price can be raised by a fixed 5
per cent each round , from the initial
reserve price of Bt 4.5 billion.

NBTC member Suthiphon
Tavéechaiyagarn said all key details of
the auction plan would be submitted
for the telecom committee’s consid-
eration today, and then for the NBTC
board’s deliberation tomorrow.

The watchdog will then hold the
public hearing on the auction plan in
August, followed by the auction itself
in October.

Other key details approved by the
telecom panel recently include instal-
ment payments for the spectrum slots
by the bid winners at 50 per cent of

the total price within 45 days of the
auction, another 25 per cent in the
first year and the rest in the second
year.

Bid winners are also required to

News ID: C-120626003033 (26 Jun 12/06:00)
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finish the networkroll-outto cover 50
per cent of the population in the first
twoyears, and 80 per cent within four
years.

NBTC telecom committee chair-
man Settapong Malisuwan said the
final reserved price is equal to 70.per
centofthe marketprice ofthe 2.1GHz
spectrum, which is valued at about
Bt6.44 billion.

The NBTC’s predecessor, the
National Telecommunications
Commission, had set the reserve price
of the 15MHz bandwidth of the
2.1GHz spectrum at Bt12.8 billion.

The watchdog has a total of
45MHz of bandwidth in the 2.1GHz
spectrum, which it will splitinto nine

slots for simultaneous auction, each
containing 5MHz bandwidth. It is
capping at four the number of slots
each bidder can pitch for.

Theagencyhasvowed manytimes
to make the auction happen, and has
strived to plug legal loopholesin order
to ensure a successful process.

Only Advanced Info Service (AIS),
Total Access Communication (DTAC)
and True Corp are expected to take
part in the bidding,.

The telecom committee held a
mock aunction yesterday, in which rep-
resentatives of many companies,
including AIS, DTAC, True Corp,
TOT, CAT Telecom, Siam
Commercial Bank and Standard
Chartered Bank Thailand, partici-
pated.

They were split into three groups,
each with four companies, to sepa-
rately bid for the spectrum slots.
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Firms aIIoWéﬂ to' take delwery of set-top boxes

The seve‘n compameéu‘”' "

! "“nearly 5 mllllon satel-

. lite TV set-top boxes left in'limbo by proposed

'_'-‘:lhtertrade Strong Brother 1961, Leo Technology
and Marketing, Trinergy Instrument and Thomas
Enterprises,

rules will be allowed to take delivery of them.
The companies are Thaicom, GMM Z, Infosat

About half of the stranded boxes belong to

- GMM Z, with the rest belonging to five set-top box

traders and distributors as well as satellite opera-
tor Thaicom.
The National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) had

resolved on May 30 to enly consider granting per-

" mits to import, produce and distribute boxes to

' those pay-TV operators doing business according

to the regulations of state agencies and its own
upceming regulations,
However, many set-top box-related firms com-
plained that the policy could affect their business.
Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the NBTC's broad-

: castmg committee; said yesterday that the NBTC

News ID: C-120626003066 (26 Jun 12/06:06)
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vagreed to give the green light to those companies

to take those boxes out of customs.
Satellite TV dealers could continue to import

W set-top boxes pending the implementation of regu-

lations for issuing operating licences to pay-TV

W operators. After that, they have to apply for the

licences to be eligible to import boxes, ;

The broadcasting committee approved the draft
regulations governing licences for broadcasting,
with four types of licences to be issued for
providers of infrastructure, networks, content or |
application services.

This draft would be submitted to the NBTC
tomorrow and if approved, the regulations will be
published in the Royal Gazette.

The broadcasting panel also gave the nod to the
draft compulsory guidelines for broadcasters dur-
ing disasters. The draft will be submitted to the
NBTC's meeting on July 18 before being published
on the official website, ,

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION
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